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AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF EGYPTIAN FOREIGN TRADE OF
POTATO AND ONION CROPS

Ibtisam Abdel Aziz El-Taranissi, Salwa Elhussainy Badawy
and Heba Kandel Abdel-Halim

Agriculture Economy Dept. Faculty of Agric., Minia University

ABSTRACT

The Egyptian Agricultural Sector remains one of the most important sectors in
the economy that has an effective, influential, and significant role in order to deal
with and handle the recent global changes. It is the main source of raw materials
for the most of other sectors of the economy. Furthermore, the contribution of the
agricultural sector to GDP is about 14.8% while agricultural exports represent
around 20% of the total commodity exports.

The current work aims at investigating the evolution of the Egyptian potatoes
and onion exports quantity and value. In addition, the study examines exports
destination and market share of the Egyptian potatoes and onion exports compared
to its competitors. To achieve these objectives, the study utilized both qualitative
and quantitative tools to analyze the Egyptian potatoes and onion exports.
Furthermore, Egypt’s exports of potatoes and onions data during the period (1997-
2012) that is used in this study are taken from 2 key sources: the Central Agency of
Public Mobilization and Statistics; Food and Agricultural organization of the
United Nations.

The study suggest that Egypt should reconsider foreign trade policy for
potatoes exports to achieve economic development and welfare through horizontal
and vertical expansion as well as contract farming and extension.
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